[Haemolytic uremic syndrome and acute mesenteric ischemia caused by interferon-alpha-2b in the treatment of Kaposi's sarcoma in an AIDS patient].
Interferon alpha is approved for the treatment of Kaposi's sarcoma in HIV infected patients. Hemolytic and uremic syndrome (HUS) is a rare side-effect of interferon alpha and has been reported primarily in chronic myelogenous leukemia. A 44-year-old HIV-infected woman from Cameroon was admitted for treatment of cutaneous Kaposi's sarcoma. Two days later, she presented severe HUS. Abdominal pains subsequently revealed non-occlusive mesenteric ischemia. The patient rapidly improved after interferon withdrawal. To our knowledge this is the first case of HUS induced by interferon alpha given for Kaposi's sarcoma. Further, no cases of acute mesenteric ischemia have been reported with interferon alpha. It is possible that the condition may have been induced or aggravated by HUS or a low infusion rate. Interferon can exert vascular toxicity on both the mesenteric vessels and the renal vessels in a setting of microangiopathy.